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CHAPTER I. 


War is the law of ef 


A. It is the conflant and reguls rorder of aftiont 
by which God governs the univerſe; an order 


V dich his wiſdom preſents to the ſenſes and to the 


reaſon of men, as an equal and common rule for 
their ations, to guide them, without diſlin tion of 
country or of ſeft, towards perfeftion and bap- 
Q. Define clearly to me the word hiw? 

A. The word law, taken literally, fignifies lec- 
ture,* becauſe, originally, ordinances and regu- 
lations were the lefiures, preferably to all others, 
made to the people, in order that they might ob- 
ferve them, and not incur the penalties attached 
w the infraflion of them. Whence u follows, 
that the original cuſtom explaining the true idea, or 
the definition of law, is, An order or a prohibi- 
tion to aft, with the expreſs clauſe of a penaky at- 


* From the Latin word hn, lat. dhwcs kkewile Syni- 


ies Le, and is only a literal tranflation of the word low. 


| 2 IT 
(+) 
| * 

tacheg to the obſervance of that oder.. | 

O Do fuch coders exiſt is Nature? What docs 
the word nature ſignify ? 
A. The word nature bears dee dillerent ſenſes: 
5 114, It Gpnifies the univerſe, the material world : 
in this firſt ſenſe they ſay, © the beauty of Nature, the 
rickneſs of Nature ;* i. e. the chens in the hea- | 
vens and on the earth expoſed to our fight. 
- adly, It fignifies the power that animates, that 
the univerſe, confidering it as a diſtin 
fuch as the foul is to the body. In this fe- 
BEE \hey fey. the fntontins of Mature, th . 
incomprehenſible ſecrets of Nature.” 
adly, It Ggnifies the operations of that power on 
each being, or on each claks of beings; and in this | 
third ſenſe ey fay, the nature of man is an enigma 3 9 


5 every being afl to us nature. 
5 | | Wherefore, 55 the aftions of ech being, or of 


— laws, os lows ke: | 
© Q. Give me examples of theſe 
Tus of Nature that the fus 
v L . 
ies preſence cauſes bock light and beat — | 
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tut thoſe vapour: rifing in clouds into the regling/ 
an difleive into min or ſhow, which w- 
-  mews incellancly the waters of fountains and of 
It is a law of nature that water flows downwards; 
| that it ſeeks afier its level; that it is heavier than 
all bodies tend towards the earth: that 
| flame aſcends towards the heavens —that it diſor· 
ganizes vegetables and animals;—that air is necef. 
fary to the life of certain animals ; that in certain - 
circumſtances water ſuſſocates and kills them ; that 
certain juices of plans, certain minerals att: ck their 
| organs, and deſtroy their life, and fo on in a mul 
* titade of other inflances. 
Wherefore, as all thoſe and Similar fats are im- Mey 
4 mutable, conſtant, and regular, fo many real er- 1 
4» ders reſult from them for man to conform himſelf 
to, with the expreſs clauſe of puniſhment attached 
to the infraflion of them, or of welware attached 
|  wothe obſervance of them; that, if man pretends 
| to ſee clear in darkneſs ; if he goes in contradic- 
tion to the courſe of the ſeaſons, the action of the 
elements; if he pretends to remain under water 
without being drowned, to touch fire without burn- 
ing bimſelf, io deprive himſelf of air without being 
1 fellocmed, to foaltow —— 
himſelf, he receives from each of thoſe infractions 
of the laws of Nature, a corporal puniſhment pro- 
yarqunnte to bis uk. If, on the contrary, be = 
ns obſerves . - <> 


* 
rf” , 
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"" 


* and praftiſes each of thoſe laws, accord. 
| Ing to the regular and exaRt relations they have to 


him, he preſerves his exiſtence, and renders it as 
happy as it can be. And as the only and common 
end of all thoſe laws, conſidered relatively to the 
buman ſpecies, is to preſerve it, and render it 
py ; it has been agreed upon to reduce the . 
one ſimple expreſſion, and to call them colleQively, 
the law of Nature. 


— 
Charetters of the Law of Nature. 


2 Whet ove the chavaiiers of the law of Ne- 
ture P 
A. Theve can be afigned tm princigel ence. 

Q- Whack is the firſt? 

A. Tobe 1nnzzzuT to the exiſtence of things, . 
and conſequently primitive and amterior to every 
— 2 F 
are only imitations of it, and their perfction i al | 
cenained by the reſemblance they bear to this pri- 
. mordial model. - 

Q. Whick is the ſecond? 

A. Toderive una from God to be 
ck by him to each man ; whereas all other 


e 


<(+*) 
Q. Whick is the third ? 2 
A. — Gß—— lit af 
tries: that is to ſay, one and univerſal. bo 4 
Q. I no other law * ©... -- $7 [ 
A. No: for no other law is agreeable, or applica- 
dle to all the people of the earth; all of them are lo- 
| caland accidental, originating from circumſtances of 
places and of perfons ; fo that if uch a man had 
not exiſted, fuch an event had not taken place 
fach a hw would acver have been made. 
nia is the fourth charaller ? 
A. Tobe unten and tnvantanis. 
Q. 1s no other law uniform and invariable ? 
| A. No: for what is good and virtue according to 
| ane, is coil and vice according to another ; and 
what one and the fame law approves of at one time, 
el» it often condemns afterwards. 
©. Which is the Bfth charatfer? 
AK. Tobe zvipanr and ratranin, becauſein 
1 conſiſts entirely of fafts inceſſantly preſent to the 
| ſenſes, and to demonſtration. 
Q. Are not other laws cvident? F 
X. No: for they are founded on paſt and 
monies, and on proofs inaccefible to the ſenſes. - 
Q. Whick is the path charalter ? 
A. To be nasa, becauſe its precepts 
| and entire dofrine are conformable to reaſon, and 
to the human yaderſtanding. | 
* | S * 


(46 ) | . 
1— regfratr 2 
1 "No: for all arc in contradiftion to the reaſon * 

ad + 10e on hin a blind and impraflicable belief. | 
. ©. Whick is the ſeventh charalter ? 

A. To be jusr, EE I bv he pans, 
alties aro proportionate to the infraftions. * 
.Q. Are not other laws juſt ? , 

X. No: for they often exceed bounds, Aer 
in rewarding deſerts, or in puniſhing delinquencies; 
and they oſien impute to meritorious, or criminal 
intentions, null or indifferent ations. 

Q. Whack is the eighth charatter ? 
A. To be racrric and rana, becauſe in 
the law of nature, all men being brothers, and equal 
in rights, br. ood 
tion, even for errors. 

Q. Are not ather laws pacific ? 1 
A. No: for all preach difention, diſcord, and © 
n 
of truth and domination. 

Q. Whick is the ninth charafter ? 


A. Tobe equally zxxzrrcinr to all men, in 


h ” : 


K 

A.- No: for not one of them teaches the means 
of attaining happineſs —all are confined to pern. 
hm mm K» 


5 I bebe, after ſo many laws, fo JT i 


IT + *. 


of 
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3 - 
be 


many legiſlators and prophets, men are ſtill as un» f 
bappy and as ignorant, as they vere five thouſand * 4 
years back. 2. 
©. Which 5s the loft e of * law 7 
Nature? I 
— svrr1crnnT Ro =. — . 3 

hagpicr and beuer, becauſe it contains all thats  * 
good and uſeful in other laws, either civil or reli- "x 
gious ; that is to ſay, it conſtitutes eſſentially the mo- 
ral part of hem; ſo that if other laws were diveſted 
of it, they would be reduced to chimerical and ima” 
gmary opinions, devoid of any praſtical utility. 
 OQ. Refume dll thoſe charaiters for me. w 
A. We have faid that the Jaw of Nature is, 

= il; rain, 
adly, tr 


4 » 
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" And ic in dennis © wadies all — 
n French have 
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Cod, does it teach lis exiflence ? 


8 | 
ov and moſt worthy — 
from whom it emanates. 


©. XJ, a zu jan i emanates immediately from 


A. Yes, moſt poltively: .. 
ever, yho obſerves with reflefiion the aftonith- 
ing ſpeQacle of the univerſe, the more be medi- 
nes on the properties and attribmes of each be- 


motions ; the more it is demonſtrated thas there ex · 
iſts a ſupreme agent, an unzver ſal and identic mover, 
defignated by the appellation of Gop ; and fo true 
it is, that the law of Nature ſuffices to clevate him 
to the knowledge of God, that all which men have 
pretended to know by fupernatural means, has con- 
ſtantly turned out ridiculous and abſurd, and that 


table conceptions of natural reaſon. 
'Q. & is not therefore true, that the followers of 
the law of Nature are a, 

A. No, it is not true ; on the contrary they en 
tertain ſtronger and nobler ideas of the Divinity, 
than moſt other men: for they do not fully him 
with the foul ingredients of all the weakneffes, and 


of all the paſſions entailed on humanity. 


_ wiſdom has impoſed on the motion of each being, 
Ks | — 


Err 
A. A worlkip wholly of aftion ; the pace 
and obſervance of all the rules which the fupreme , 
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ing, on the admirable order and harmony of their 


they have been ever obliged to recur to the immu- 


+3 
Fe. 


aZ 


| ew modus ady tray"; 1d 
| Q. es the low of Nate been bnoun before ths * 
4 period? 
' A. It has been at all times ſpoken of: x 
— gillaors, according fo thimielves, wok 
reer 
quoted ſome precepts of it, and have had obly 
vague ideas of its totality. 
2 Wie 
 &. Becauſe, though finiple in its babs; i forme 
in its developewents and conſequences, a compli- 
_ cated whole, which requires an extenfive 
of things, joined to all the [agacity of reaſon. 
_ Nature? | 
N 
than that blind ſentiment by which we are aftuated 
— towards every thing that flatters 


nnen 
chgreved in the hearts of all men ? 

A. It is faid for two reaſons; 1; betaiiſe it has 
deen remarked, that there are atis and ſentiments 
- common to all men. This procceds from their 
common organization... © 2dly, Becauſe the firſt 
| Poloyhers have believed that men were bor 
e 
— 
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« wE 
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4 
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: "A Yes, it is eien the caſe with them. 


_@ Why? 

A. it, Becauſe they are men. 2dly, Becauſe 
the ignorant call all thoſe who reaſon well or ill, 
philoſophers. gdly, Becauſe thoſe who reaſon o 
many ſhbjefts, and which they themſetves have b 
Rartod, are liable to be deceived. a 

Q. If the law of Nature be not written, muſt it 
not become arbitrary and ideal. 

A. No; becauſe it conſiſts entirely in falls, the 
demonſtration of which can be inceflantly renewed 
to the ſenſes, and conſtitutes a ſcience as accurate 
and as preciſe as geometry, or as mathematics; and 


i is on the very account of its forming an exafi 
attentive and heedleſs, have had hitherto only a 


laperficial knowledge of it. 


— 
CHAP. I. 


Man. 


g „ 


Nature with relation to man ? 


* 


41 


* 9 . : = +0 . 9 
* r * 4 
0 . Nature order man th preſern him. * 

1 
— — fenkuions, | 


which it bas attached, as two guides, two guardian 
genie to all his ations :—the one, the ſenſation 

| of pain, by which it admoniſhes him of, and deter a 
bin from, every thing that tends to de ee 
mute other, the ſenſation of pleaſure, by which it at- Lo 
to preſerve, unfold, or explain his exiſtence. | 
| e 
caſuiſts pretend. == 
A. — as it tends to deflioy life 
and beakb, which, by the avoval of thoſe fume <a- 
ſuiſts, derive to us from God himſelf. 
Q I pleafure the princigel ebjett of our exif- 
| * _ ence, as fome philoſophers have afferted ? | 
| A. No, not more than pain; pleaſure is an in» 
coment to live, as paip is © reguſtian om Goth. 
+ Q. How do you prove this affertion ? 
A. By two palpable fafts : the one, that pleaſure, 


if more than js neceffary be taken of it, leads to 
defiruftion : for example, a man who abuſes the 


pleaſure of cating or drinking, attacks his heakh, 


| who ſuffers a mortified nr bod off, en- 
E Ee ron, 
, B 2 tions 


* " — 
a K 
28 
2 GS 2 
- FY ms. © 
* 8 * 
4 1 


: 4 * 1 ( * 1 bo . 
** "ar . 2 the el of 5. 


FP 
= & Q. How do our ws 

&- Jn yo ways: by ignorance, and by pa 
| fon, 

When do they deceive us by ignorance ? KD 
a Z 

of obgeQs on our example, 

_— urs Without knowing their 
ingjngqualiey,or when þe ſwallow; opium without 
knowing its ſoporiſerous effeR. 
| Q- When do they deceive us by paſpon ? «> tf 
| &- When, conſcioys of the pernicious aftion of 
objefits, we abandon ourſelyes, notwithſtanding, 


cxceſs. 

Q- What is the refult 7 

— ignorance in which were 
. 
abandon gurſelves, are conjrary to our 
Bom: that conſequently, the inflruflion of our 
ys pr en rn 
from the firſt law of preſervation. 


Q. nr nm nt 
A. Not 


GINAL en. 


"a 


- Lis jo 2-05 6 vious end o Safes . 
| A. Becaule, from caprice, or extravagance of dif- 


(elf; as if, becauſe men abuſe the power of ſpecch, 
their tongues ſhould be cut out: as if perſeſtian and 
| virtue conkited jn the nullity, and not in the unfold- 


8 A. ee a we 
every inſtant aſſailed and wounded by all the beings 
that ſurround bim; for if be daes not know the 
eſſetis of fire, he burns himſelf; thoſe of water, he 
drowns himſelf ; thoſe of opium, be poiſons birnſelſ: 
if, in the ſavage ſtate, he does not know the cun- 
ning of animals, and the art of ſeizing game, be pe- 
iihes through hanger; if, in the focial flate, be 
dats not know the courſe of the ſeaſons, he can 
_nejther cultivate the ground, nor procure himſelf 
 aliment; and fo, in the ſame manner, of all his ac- 
fions, reſpeQing all the wants of his preſervation. 


.. 


the praflice of all its laws. Te 15 THE BAL es- 2 * 


Q- Wiy then have there keen ee es keve - * 


develgpement of his faculties ? 


we 


4 


cies, and by living in ſociety. 


A No; he can only by the bey of bisown . 


2 But is not ſociety to man « fate againſt Ne- , 

? - 
A. No: on the contrary, it is a want which Na- 
ure impoſes on him by the very and of his organi- 
Zation 


- for, firſt, Nature has fo coated man, 
ſees not his ſpecies of another ſex without 


” * 
- 


feeling emotions, and an attraftion, the conſequen- | 


des of which induce him to-live in a family, which 
isa 


of pleaſure, of grief, of pity, which are auraflions, 


and indifloluble ties of fociety ; thirdly and finally, 


the tate of fociety founded on the wants of man, is 


Rats of foie; fecondly, by forming Vim 


* 


4 a further means of fulfilling the law of prefer- 


Gl 


's 


| * 


een have conceived to themſelves chimeri- | 
al ws ofthe arge ae, comrdiory wo their 


„ | 
2 What is the real meaning of the word philoſo- 
pher? 


A. The word philoſopher fignifies a lover of wiſ- 


who conforms the whole tenor of his condutt to 
them. 


2 What is mon in the ſavage fate 7 


Tr 
rere 
A. No: for he feels ſenſations of the moment 

only ; and thoſe ſenſations are, habitually, of vio- 


from his ſpecies. 

Q. 4 he free? 1 
A. No: be ide moſtabje&i flave in being : ſor his 
life depends on every thing that fyrrounds him: be 


is not free to cat when hungry, to reſt when tired, 
every inftant 


to warm himielf when cold; he is 
in danger of fhilhing : neither has 


nature afforded 


but forttitous examples of fuck beings; and we fee 
"TY - . | * hat 


% 
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dom : wherefore as wiſdom confifts ——— = 
the laws of Nature, the true philoſopher is he who 
knows thoſe laws extenſively and accurately, and 


A. A brutal, ignorant animal, a wicked and-ero- 


Jent wants which he cannot fatiefy, from bis being 
ignorant by Nature, and weak by being iſolated | 


- * 8 
* 3 8 
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Tz 545 * ©». 6 
age fide hanian heck, nee inves. 
| gin; have been wholly direfied towards the extrica 
* n e from that violent , by Wyong 3 
” wam of ic preſervation. 
oF Q. But does not this wand of prefervation engen- 
-, der in individuals cgotifa ; that is to ſoy, Rlflove 
| and js not egatifos contrary to the ſoctal ſlate 7 * 
A. No: for, if by eguuſm you mean the propen- 
fity to hurt our neighbour, it is no more ſelf-love, 
i is the hatred of others. Self love, taken in us 
right ſenſe, not only is not contrary to ſociety, but 
| is the moſt firm ſupport of it, by the neceſſity we he 
| under of not buning our neighbour, — 
+2 dont hurt us im cemrn. 
=_ 1 


” 
1 * 
„ * I 
d 4 4 4 . 80 
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* of his Sende direfied towards this end, are the | 
true law of Nature in the produftion of the hu 


being; and it is from this ſunple and fruitful 
ple, that are derived, are referred, and in its ſcale 
w. all ideas of good and of evil, of vice and 
” ef virtuc, of juſt and of unjuſt, of truth or ob error. 
. pe + ——————_— 
1 | 


— 
. 'CH AP. Iv. 
,. n to 
Crime, of Vice, and 


© ca i of Nee? 


: 
* 
* 
a” 
* 


2 . 


wr — phyical goed aid evil, au A 
S bd 
A. By-the word phyſical, is underflcod « 
thing that afls immediately on the body. Eo 
* a phyſical good; fe is a phyſical evil. By 
manh,. is vnderftioed what afls only - by * 
wanne of lefs near. Gn ü. 
evi; good reputation is a moral good; becauſe buck 
1 the one and the other occafion towards us, on the 
r other. men, - diſpoſitions and habitudes® 
| | Wbich are uſcful or bunful to our preſervition, and 
} -7 Whith attack or favour our means of cxiftence. 


* a 
u, is therefore « good? 

A. Yes: and K is for that reatods that cettait le- 
Hillawois have placed in the rank of works, agtee-* 
ble to God, the cukivation of « field, and the fret = 
fulnefs of a woman. 
Q. Every thing that tends ts give death is theres 4 
fore an evil? | x 

A. Yes: Ani for that reaſon fome legillmors = Tx: 
1 * | have extended the idea of evil and. of Sing even | 

| ve of animals. % » 4 
_ n 

6 ———_ > 4 


= * " , 


1 
| 1 
4 Ty 


> Yes, and fe wie too that WE PESO 
— — W 
pf Aa & inepang. | 
' O; What 53 « fin in the law of Nature? 
A. It is every thing that tends to trouble the or- 
_ . 1 —— | 
_— ec perfection of man and of fociety. | 
-.Q- Can infention be @ merit or @ crime? — 
X No: for it is only an idea void ef realiey; 
but it is a commencement of fin and of evil by 
the tendency it gives towards ation. * 
+ What is virtue according tothe law of Natuve# * 
A It is the » 
dividual and to ſociety. 
©. Whatdoes the word individual fignify 
A. It fignifies a man, confidered ſeparately from 
every other. 
-'Q What is vict according tothe law of Nature # 
. It is the praflice of aftions prejudicial wihe 
individual and to ſociety. 
| ©. Have not vine and vice an objelt purely ſpi- 
ritual, and abfiratted from the fenſes ? 
_ L N - uahpouge 4 


. 
* 


? 


cue which . pu. 18 
| and according to the number of individuals is þ 288 
| | whom thoſe faculties are favoured or ina ed. 
Q. Give me examples of them. - -M 
: A. The aftion of faving the iſe of a man is># * 
more virtuous than thas of faving his property, the 
aftion of ſaving the life of ten men, than that of \. 
faving anly the life. of one; and the aſtion uſcful to 
mankind, is more virtuous than the aQtion 11\cful 
© ane nation caly. 
AYES we, and frkid thataf — 
j "ens and of vice? . 
| A. By ihe very advantages which refule from 
the praftice of good and of virtue towards the pre- 
) -fervationof our body; and by the Jofſes which te- 
ſult to our cxiflence from the profiice of evil and 
or vice. * 
2 — then in alvion ? 
A., Tes; they are aftion itſelf, confidered in its 
preſent elfe(t and in its future conſequences. 
A. We divide them jnto three claſſes; 1, indi- 
vidual virtues, as relative tu man alone —2dly, do- 
| [nels vena hare wa oy — pe ol 
4 2 — 


AC. 


= 
+4 
=; i +4 


well in drefs as in 


222 


eee los eee | 
« for my pert, 1caryy all my wealth nit me.” | 
* Q- Which 5: the vice n. 7 
A. It 5 1GnORANCE. 


_ ©. Has — 


6 mas ? 
+ The ſame difference that there is berween a 


| r 
ſoreſering of the means by which man avoids 

Tanger that threaten him, and ſeizez on apd creates 

| occaſions which are fayourable to him : whence ®, 
refaals, that he attends jo bis preſervation for the = 

preſent ; and for the future in a certain and exten- 

Five manner ; whilſt the imprudent man, who cal- 

culates neither bis ſteps nor his conduR, nor ef- 

bnd perylexicies and dangers, which deſtroy, more 
| orlefs flowly, his facultics, and by degrees his cd. 


Tire ae 
makes us never exceed, in our ſenſations, the end 
of Nature to — canes 
the paſfions. 
-Q. Which is the vice contrary is temperance f 
A. The diſorder of the paſſions, the avidity of 
all kind of enjoyment; in a word, cupidiry. * 
© 0. Which arc the principal branches Faw 
"Fence? 
4 ay gg og rang 
briey? | 
R 
The ſober man digeſts with comſort; he is not over- 
whelmed by the weight of aliments ; his ideas are 
deer d cafy ; be fulkils all fis fan hans properly ; 
he condufts his bufineſs with intelligence; he ad- 
vances in age exempt from diforders ; be does not „ 
ninth and gladnefs, the wealth which chance, and his 
own prudence, have procured him. - Thad, Si. 8 


'S — 1 inched 


"The ghunon, ores vi hen, gels vil 
"= ; ey; | his head, troubled by the fumes of indi- _ 


ee — 
Ra; his body becomes fat, heavy, and unfic for 
labour; he endes painful and expenfive diftem- 
pers; he ſeldom lives to be old; his % is replete 
— 
ane. 
virtuous actions. 
4 Yes, when one has caten too much ; for then 
abſtinence and faſting are ſimple and efficacious 
| remedies: but when the body is in want of aliment, 
_ to refuſe it any, dt let it fuller with huiiger or 
— thick, is delicium and a real fin againit the aw of 
Nature. 

| Q- How is drunkenneſs — in' the * 
Nane? 

——— TT Tb 
drunkard, deprived of the ſenſe and of the reaſon 
which God has beſtowed on him, profancs the do- 
moss ofthe Divinity ; be debaſes himſelf to the 
. condition of hes; unable even to guide his ſteps,' 
| + he ſtaggers and falls as i he were epileptic ; be ham 
and even riſks killing himſelf; his debility in this 
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be fills his houſe with rrouble and ſorrow, ws © 
nn by pom uo by ep | 
— 
of wine ? 

A. No: it caly forbids the abet: but as the 
cranfition from the uſe 10 the abuſe is cafy and 


| prompt amongſt the generality of men, perhaps the 


. have profcribed the ule of wine, 
have rendered a ſervice to humanity. 
 O. Does the law of Nature forbid the uſe of cer- 
tain kinds of meat, or of certain vegetables, on par- 
ticular days, during certain ſeaſons ? 

A. No: it abſolutely forbids, only whatever is 
injurious to heakb ; its precepes, in this refpeRt, 
vaty according to perſom and they confticme a 
very delicate and important ſcience ; for the qua- 
lity, the quantity, and the combination of aliments 


mentary alleftions of the foul; but even over its 
habitual difpoſition. A man is not the fame fal 


_ Ing as after a meal; even were be fober, a glaſs of Y 
fpirituous liquor, or a diſh of coffee, give degrees 


of vivacity, of mobilicy, of diſpoſition to anger, 
Dag, or gaicty; fuch a meat, becauſe 


« lies 
* Ka 


ſull 
hefs, and caſe. The uſe of meat, becauſe it is 
of nouriſhment, dises the nerves, and therefore 
gives vivacity, uncafineſs, and audacity. Now from 
thoſe hebitudes of aliment refoul habits of con- 
fm en and of the organs, which form at length 
by a peculiar chataBleriftie. And it is for this ten- 
| fon that, in hot countries eſpecially, legiſtators have | 
made laws reſpefiing regimen or food. The an- 


cients were taught by long-expericnce, that the , 
4 Gietic ſcience conftumed a great part of the moral 


—— — 


| i has been remarked, that amongR thoſe people, 
where public affairs were d ſcuſſed during the beat 
of meals, and the fumes of digeſtion, deliberations = 
were bafty and turbulent, and the refuks of them 
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te law of Nature preferte cows 1 


vanca? 
A. 
hs Bee ts ot of nat 


hvely of pleaſures indiſpenſa- 
wp is not only uſeſul, but 

cauſe gr a 

minutes > of privati | —.— 


| days, both in vigour of body and of mind. 


Q. How does it forbid kbertinifm 
4 => 
KE wo ogy 
qe phyſical and the moral exiſtence. 22 
away; be — 2 —.—— 
labour ds cont 2 de 
4 * . ; 
2 
rels, and lawſuits, wi 5 
= | ond | 
———— 
exauſting and waſte of the ner- 


yous ſy lem; ad, in ack, 2 and 
infirm 


ald age. © -- 
| © Does the 
yr law of Nate prefer about 
D | 
2 7 A. No: 
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RE 4% 1 t us 1 1 
A. No: for! fowetimes excels of commence ip 
| injurious to health, and occaſions dangerous diſ- 
tempers, by reaſon of another law of the fame na- 
ture, which ordains man and woman to reproduce. 
Q. Wiy is chaflity more confldered as 6 veviue in 
women than in men ? 

A. Becauſe the abuſe, and even the uſe of plen- 
fure, is produQtive, in the ſocial ſtate, of more im- 
portant diſadvantages to women than to men; be- 
fides, the inconveniences attendant on pregnancy, 
and the pains of child-birth, they remain, charged 
with the nouriſhment and education of children, an 
expence which impoveriſhes them, which injures = 
their means of ſubliſting, and attacks their phyſical 
and moral exiſtence. Deprived, in that fine, of 
the freſhneſs and health which conſtitutes their ſup- 


port, carrying with them an extra and expenſive 
bunhen, they are lefs ſought aſter by men; they 
find no ſolid eſtabliſhment ; they fall io poverty, 
e N Gay Gao Gng Oh BUY 
n 

Q. Does the law of Nature extend fo far as the 
feruples of defves and thoughts ? | 
A. Yes: becauſe, in the phyſical laws of the hu- 
man body, thoughts and defires inflame the ſenſes, 
and foon provoke to ation. Now, by another 
hw of Nature in the organization of our body, 
thoſe ations become machinal wants, which recurs 
at certain periods of days or of weeks, fo that at 
fuch a time the want is renewed of fuch an adio 
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ad fuck » ll. RN TO 
Er be ignite — 
| of them becomes defiruftive of life l "Thus - 
„ 8 


portance. * 
Q. Should modeſty be confedered © 6 view? * 2 
A. Yes: becauſe moſteſty, in as much as ſhame = 

of certain aRtions, maintains the ſoul and the bodßxßf7 

in all thoſe habits, uſeſul to good order, and to a 

ſelſ pre ſervation. The modeſt woman is eſteemed, bb 

fought aber, and eflabliſhed, with advantages of = 

fortune, which aſſure her exiſtence, and render it N 

agreeable to her ; whillt the immodeſt, impudens,  ©® 

_ + _ 
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10 miſery and i. 


CHAP. VIIL 
Pn Courage, end of u © 


Q. Are coutacs, end rann OF n0DY | 
AND MIND tires inthe law of Nature? 
A. Yes; and moſt important vinues ; they are 
the efficacious and indiſpenſable means of attending 
his berty, and his property. By his labour he 


= 


8 
+ 
„ 
: 
* . 


2. 


* 


ww. ” 


t falls er misfortunes, from which his "pru- 
| dence could not protet him, be ſupports them with 
| b ef and rebgnation ; and it is for this reaſon 


4, courage on the liſt of the four principal virtues. 


| Q. Should weakneſs and cowardice be confidered 
as Vis? 

A. Yes; fince it is certain that they produce jn- 
numerabie calamities. The weak or cowardly man 
lives in perpetwal cares and agonjes ; he under- 
mines his health by the dread, oſientimas illfounded, 
of attacks and dangers ; and this dread, which is an 
evil, is not a remedy ; it renders him, on the con- 
trary, the ſlave of whoſueyer will opprefs him; and 
dy the ſervitude and debaſement of all his cu 
ties, it degrades and diminiſhes his means of ex- 
iſtence, fo far as the ſeeing his life depend on the 
will and caprice of another man. 
of alzments, are not courage and firengih, as well as 
many other virtues, in 6 great meaſure the ei of 
A. Yes: it is true, and fo far ; that thoſe quali- 
nies are tranſmitted by generation and blood with 
the clements on which they depend. The moſt 
of animals of every kind, we fee certain phyſical 
and moral qualities attached to the individua] 
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minke of thale nt, ods. Areas * * 1 
2 . * - = 
Q. But then a5 our will is not fuſſcient ws promre + ** 
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1 nbem © alas; © fs 2 
is what the anciens called a fate! fatality ; but 
even then it ſtill depends on us to acquire them; 
for as foon as we know on what phyſical element 
fuck or fuch a quality is founded, we can promote . 
ins growth, and accelerate its developements, by = 
fkilful management of thoſe elements; and in this WM 
conſiſia the ſcience of education, which, according Ly 
as it is directed, perfeftionates or degrades indivi- 
dual, or the whole race, to ſuch a pitch, as tonal 
to change the nature and inclinations of them; and 
this is what renders the knowledge of the laws of 
Nature fo important, by which thoſe operations * 
and changes are certainly and neceſſarily effefied. + © 

Q. Why do you fay that altivity is a virtue accord- * 

ing i the law of Nature? 

A. Becauſe the man who works, and 2 
bis rime uſefully, reaps from it a thouſand precious 
advamages to bis exiſtence. IF be is boon poor, 
cx he Wi adi cd nodes Wire 
oom acquires a ſufficiency, and enjoys ihe ſweets 
of life : his very tabour gives him vinues; fog. 


95 


z © 


a — 


4 te rot body and wind; Be is hot af. 
feed with unruly defires; his time does not lie 
heavy on him ; he contrafls mild habns, he aug 


= ments his ſtrength and 1 


Dr 
N. Are de fth vices in the law of Ne 
we 

A. Yes, end the melt pernicidin of allvices; fot 
they lead to every other. By idlenefs and floth, 
he may have acquired, and falls into all the misfor- 


tunes which accompany ignorance and folly ; by _ 


idleneſs and Goth man, devoured with diſquietude, in 
order to diſſipate it, abandons himſelf to all the de- 
fires of his ſenſes, which, increafing from day to 
enervated, cowardly, vile and contemptible. By 
the certain eſſeſt of all thoſe vices he ruins his for- 
tune, conſumes his health, and terminates his life 
| „ aotes and 
edneſs. 

Q. One would think, from what you ſay, that p. 
verty was d vice F 

A. No; i is nota vice; butit is till lefs a vir. 
we; for it is by far more ready to ingure than to be 
uſeful ; it is even commonly the refult, or the be- 
Finning of vice; for the effect of all individual 
vices is, to lead to indigence, and to the privation 
. 
wy want 
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1 F 
want; be is very near procuring. them by vicious 


an inſtrument, =: amends! 
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AR 
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means, that is to ſay, by means injurious to ſociety. 
All the individual virtues tend, on ue con- 
trary, to procure io man an abundant fubfiflence; 
and where he has more than he is able to conſume, 
it is mach caficr for him to give to others, and to 
— — | 

| Q Do you loot upon rickes as & virtue ® 

A. No; but it is fill le a vice; it is the uſe 
alone of it that can be called virtuous or vicious, 
according as it is ſerviceable to man and to fociety. 
Riches is like ſcience, like firength and courage, 


2 or vice. 


CHAP. IX. 


vertues 7. 

A. Becauſe it eie ets actin 
portant amongſt them, « on account of its powerfal 
influence over .the bealth and preſervation of the 
body. Cleanlineſs, as well in drefs as in refidence, 


2 X 44th 


r wg 
cleanlineſs maintains free tranſpiration ; it reVEWs 


Ab « 


A do you place clantincf in the renk of 


ment, which is one of the firſt means and firſt ele- 
ments of happineſs. 


ders: it i a fat in 


uch, the ſcurf, teners, and leprofies, as much or 


more, than the uſe of tainted or four ahments ; that 
it favours the contagious influence of the plague 


boſpitals and priſons 


the foul appendage ofmilery and depravity. ® 


Alſo, moſt part of the anciem legiſlators have 
hid down cleanlineſs (expreſſed by purity) as one 
of the eſſential dogmas of their religion ; it was for 


St - 


and malignant fevers ; that it even produces them in 
- that it occaſions rbeumatifms, 


Q. Uncleanlinefs, or filthinefs, is therefore c rea! 
vice ? | . 


ful inconvenience of being devoured by vermin— 


"= 7 2 * 


D ; 
*-, and the aromatic fumes of incenſe, myrih, beuge 
mi, Ke. © thatthe entire fyſlem of foins, all thoſe 
rites of clean and unclean things, degenerated fince 
into abuſes and prejudices, were only founded ori- 
and inſtructed men had made, of the extreme influ- 
ence that cleanlineſs in dreſs and abode exerciſes 
over thi health of the body, and by an immediate 
conſequence over that of the mind and moral fa- 
Thus all the individual virtues have for their ob- 
jet, more or lels dent, more or leſs near, the 
of the man who praflifes them; and 
by the preſervation of each man they lead to that 
of families and fociety which arc compoſed of the 
26 


Cm 
+2 What do you meen by domeſtic virtues f 


A. 1 mean the praffice of ations uſcful to a fa- 


mily, ſuppoſed to live in one and the fame houſe®. 
Q. What arc thoſe virtues, or how are had 
nominated ? y 
D in derived from the Latin word domme, » hawk. | 
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nest LOVE, FRATERNAL a _ | 

| accompliſhment of the duties of ran and ann oP 

| | ö „59 Ir -wY g 

vanr- _*F ., 

Q. What is economy Fo _ 

© A. It is, according to the moſt extenſive meaning © | 
of the word,® the proper adminiſtration of every = 

thing that concerns the exiſtence of the family or 
holds the firſt rank, the 
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| of the necefſaries of life, be falls ico pee 
r I to reſtore to him what he has ſpent with or 


avoid him as a debtor does his 


* 


* 8 un. lies care taken by 


— uſeſul to themiclves and to ſociety. 


all kinds, with which old age is beſet. 


 inflruments of their power, the trophies of their 


| benefits received, it is becauſe there are among 
parents as many deſpovic and ignorant benefaftors. 


' to 


ee 
* 


- make their children contraft the habit of every | 


Q. in what is 8 2 a a in 
Parents? : 
" A. In this, ** 
in thoſe habits, procure for themſelves during the 
courſe of their lives enjoyments and helps, that give 
a ſenſible ſatiaſaſtion at every inflant, and which 
aſſure to them, when advanced in years, ſupports 
and conſolations, againft the wants and calamitics of 


Q. Is paternal love a common virtue? 

A. No: notwithſtanding the oſtentation made of 
it by parents, it is a rare vine; they do not love 
their children, they careis them and fpoil them; in 
them they love only the agents of their will, the 


vanity, the toy of their lazineſs : it is not fo much : 1 
the good of their children that they propoſe to them- | 
ſelves, as their ſubmiſſion and obedience; and if 


among children fo many are ſeen ungrateſul for 


Q. Why do you ſay that conjugal love is a virtue? 


. * 
vp 4 
l — 


8 2 
they apply themſelves to the education of their m „ 


| meſtics; they prevent all diſorder and diipation; 
and from the whole of their good conduB, they 

kve in caſe and confideration : whilſt married per- 

fons, who do not love one another, fill their houſe 
criminately to all kinds of yicious habits; cach in 
tend in law-fuits ; the whole family falls into difor- 
der, ruin, and diſgrace, and the want of the necef- 
faries to preſerve life. * 

| © & adudery en gfence in ti ow of Hate? 1 

Yes; for it drags along with it a number of 

its injurious to the married, and to their families. 

The wife or buſband's affeQtions being attached 

ue others, they neglett their houſe, avoid it, and 

_ wake from it, as much as they can, its revenues or A 

| income, to expend them with the objeR of their af- *. 

re 

mie content oſ their children ad oſ their 
eee e eee 
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v * It is, on the Neo 
* hole daes, ulchul to themſelves, and to their . 
parents. | iin; 
Q. How does the lawof Nature preſcribe filial love P 
A. By three principal motives, 1|t, by ſentiment, 
4 avnder xde> +. ov 
moſt tender age, mild habits of attachment: adly, 
by juſtice ; for children ove to their parents a re- 
turn and indemnity of the cares, and likewiſe for the 
expences they have cauſed them : gdly, by per- 
fonal inceteft, for if they uſe them ill, they giveto 
their own children examples of revo and ingrati- 
tude, which authoriſes them, one day or other, to 
. - debave to themſelves in a fimilar manner. 
"Qs. Are we to underflexd by filial love, « paſſive. | 
end blind fubmiſfion ? | 
A. No, but a reaſonable ſubmiſſion, -- 
on the knowledge of the mutual rights and duties of , 
S parents and children; rights and duties, without = 
. the obſervance of which their mutual condud is 
| nothing but diſorder. ; 
+ Q- Why is frateral love a virtue ? 
beau the concord and union which refult 
. from the love of brothers, eſtabliſh the firength, 
ſecurity, and conſervation of the family : brothers 


* 


e 
another in their misfortunes, — b 
| common exiſtence; whilſt brothers diſunited, 
dne cach to his own perſonal ſtrength, fall into 
nm de inconveniences attendant on an iſolated ne 
*: _ and individual weakneſs. Itis what a cenain Scy- 
| thian king has ingenioully expreſſed; being on bis 
dub bed, be called his children to him, and or- 
dered them to break a bundle of arrows; the young 
men, though ſtrong and nervous, being unable to 
effeR it, he took them in his turn, and, having un- 
"IL tied the bundle, broke each of the arrows ſeparately = 
* - - widhhis fingers. © Behold here” faid be, © the effefts 
_ --- * of union; united together you will be invincible ; t- 
ken ſeparately, you will be broken like reeds.” 
Q. Whet ore the reciprocal duties of maſters and 
- in the praflie of the aftions 
” - which are reſpefiively andjultly _——— 
299%  tule and meaſure of thoſe reſpeBlive 
cn what . the 
one returns, 
the other gives, which is the — 
all ſociety. . 
| Thus ande domeſtic and individual virwes, 
tir ache or tef6 madiitedy, but always with'centi- | 
4A 
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between the ſervice and the 
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3. CHAP. XL 
* ee Fat. — 


Ar | 
A. It is every Aenne 


2 an numerous 

A. Yes; there may be as H reckoned of bees % 
as there are kinds of actions uſeful to ſociety ; but 9 9 
all may be reduced to one only principle. ah REL Z 
Q. What is that fundamental principle ? . 
* A. It is Buren, 3 me - ach * 4 


+46), i Thru | pt . * 
A. it alone embraces the praftice of all „ 
| 3s which are uſeful to ſociety ; and becauſe * a 
+ 5ll the other vinues, under the denominations dk 
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rr, * | 
2 + Jeet to walk zthey are all, by this very 4 A 
3 and free ; no man's | | 
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Q. But if « mani: born fron — * 
n maſter the weak eee 
_ r 4 5 
. 2 u WN it is an abuſive enten- 


. -AurjA- 1 * 4 
1725 e nd alan a 
In as much as all men eing conſtumed equal, | F 4 
ene to another, ang conſequently indepen; 24 
_ dens and fares gach bs the abſolute maſter, the ih, © | "> 
and v — : 4 | 


n * 4 
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V= cquazity and jnſtice, are but one an 


ne), Ar. XII 
. | Developement of the focial Virtues. 
"RY ©. Zaplein to me how the focial virtues ave 6i- 
1 vided from the law of Nature. How is charity, or 
| the love of one's neighbour, a precept and applica- 
ton oft? 
4 MY A. By reaſon of equality and reciprocity ; for 
ttt hen we injure another, we give him a right to in- 
* 

Y * | ence of our neighbour, we aft prejudicially to our 
"= 8 | own, from the effe of reciprocity ; on Me other 


EV \ T the charafter of all the focial virwes, — 


| «Blk, by doing good to odhers, we and 
- Sight to expeft an WS 


de * — — . 


us in return. Thus, by attacking the exilt- I 


to > ke tht ler you would wt”: 


+ 2-4 and that charity, 7 F ; 
. ſo lar as to fay, Neto : 


precept contained the whole of the law and the pro- 
— noting more than the foonege of _ 
the law of Nature. 
Q. Does it enjoin pardon for injuries ? | 
A. Yes; e 2 
with ſelf preſervation. * 
| © Bbw @ grafteite to „n „ | 
4 blow on one cheek, to hold out 2 + 0 
cond, F . TA, 
X. No: fort is, in the firſt place, contrary to. * 2.7 
the precepe of loving our neighbodr as ourſelves © * 
fince 
him -_ 
a —— — wy the been x." 


iy Mar pore 4 
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ere 
not even pleaſed with benefits conferred view * 
 _ There is e cm 
_ and that is—to be juſt. OP 
———— o vietuons aftion F | * 
A. Yes, when it is done according to rule ; with. 
out which it degenerates into imprudence and vice, 
in as much as it encourages lazineſs, which is hurt- 
ful two the beggar and to fociety ; po one has 2 
- right to partake of the property and fries of ano- 
WN 


"wo F O Dies the how of Nature confers 

4. No: fot they are ideas without reality ; and + 
if any effeQs reſuli from them, they to 
the profit of thoſe who have not the 

or ideas, than to thoſe who have ; that 

-rarrm and _noxs may be called the vines of 

— cues tothe profic of rogues. 
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"Ac complicated intereis and rights e 2 
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1 e « diffecult ſcienct F 
. | 
* cate, as the bone ft „ * 2 
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; 888 
Juſtice in the mind ? 


AY A. Yes; for an dined canteen» * 
ps a preſent interef}, in order not ws deſtroy a future | 
one ; whillt the rogue als comrary, and loſes a 
great future intereſt for a preſent ſmaller one. 


Q- Improbity, therefore, is « fign of folfenfs 21 
eliffudgment and contrattion in the mind ? _ _. 4 
_ - r 5 * 
filly calculators ; for they do not underflund their * 2 
woe, incu, and they have the pretenſion of lining, br 


by (knows what they are; the los of all con © © 

fidence and eſteem; and the good ſervices which 5 = 
mould reſult to them for their phyſical and fociabex- = 
N iſtence. Fhey neicher live in peace with others nog | 
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* 1 right to rob him ; from- thence thete is % * 
= 1 * ferurity in his property, nor in his means of pre- © x 


fervation : thus, by injuring others, he, like a back - 
fee, injures himielf. 1 2 4 
'Q- Does it interdits even an inclination to rob ? * 
A. Yes; for that inclination leads naturally to 
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it ford murder ? 


= vation; for 1ſt, the man who attacks, expoſes him- 
RIF io the riſk of being killed by the right of de- 
Fence : 2dly, if he kills, he gives to the parent and 
ood gt» wrt ae oy 0 

2 1 that his Rite is no 
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i& 0 him from whom it bes been ſnatched ; cn. 
> they mils the cad of Juice; they are." 
_ only penferſe contrafls by which a man fells tas 
+ ther goods which do not belong to him; they ans 
_ = req} depravation of morality, in as much as they | 
-  embolden to commit crimes through the hope of 


_ vanity, in wounding their ſelf love; and their jen- 
louſy, occaſion us to miſs the end of a real utility. 


'Q. Does it preſeribe humility as @ virtue # 
. No: for it is a propenſity in the buman heart. 
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io deſpiſe ſecretly every thing that preſents to it Wo 
* 2 ſelf debaſement Bd = = J 


© A. 1 mean the — our wants and de 
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. l family; that is to fay, the man of fimple 


2. How is this virtue preferibed to us ? 
A. By the numerous advantages which the prac- 
tice ofit procures to the individual and to ſociety ; 
for the man whoſe wants are few, is free at once from 
© a croud of cares, perplexities and labours; he avoids 
* LS many quarrels-and conteſts, arifng from avidity, 
1, ad doin ef — he ſpares himſelf the cor- 
roding anxictics of ambition, the inquietudes of 
—— Ending fu- 
e Perflluity every where, he is the real rich mn, al- 
a8, AN. — neat he is happy at linle 
| Expence, and other men, not fearing any oppoſition 
or competition from him, leave him in quiet, and 
rr aa 
| Linds of ſervices. | 
2322 
they aſſure to themſelves abundance: rich 


in every thing they do not conſume, they acquire im- 


44. Hzbricate, and(cllat a lower pricethan othern,ang at- 


"0 What is the vice contraryts this virtue * 
* Riscrrintzx and LUXURY. | 
k | ry 2 hs 


wams, and lives content with | 


menſe mcans ofexchange and commerce; they work, 
Lkindsof proſperity boch at homeandabroad. = 
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tt bebte all the others wich it ; for the than whit 


wms, juſt ot unjuſt, ts their acquiſiion. 
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A. * and w that degite, nne Wi, | 


_ gives hitaſelf the want of many things, ines * 
_ thetedy all the cares and pains, ſubmits to all , 


Does he poſſeſs an enjoyment ? he covets ang 
ther; and in the boſom of fuperſiuity ofevery 
he is never rich: a commodious dwelling is fot 
cient for him, be muſt have a ſuperb hotel ; he is 
not content with a plenteous table; be muſt have 
rare and coftly viands; he muſt have ſplendid and 1 4 
glinering furniture, expenſive cloaths, a train of _. . Is 


attendants, borſes, carriages, women, and a variety * 
of theatrical as well as innumerable ocher amaſe ©.” 


money mult be had, and every method of pro 
curingit becomes good and even neceſſary to him: * 
at firſt he borrows, afterwards ſteals, robs, plun- 
1 wy is at way with every c, 
- Should 2 nation be involved in luxury, it oces- 
Hows ag large the fame devaſtations, by reaſon that 
it confames its own entire produce, and finds iE | 
poor cen with abundance; it has noching to fell to. © — 1. 
| forcigners; its manulatiures are catried on at a g _ 
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mies and falls into the diffolution of its members; * 
mi citizens beingcovetous of enjoyments, arc en- 
" ward ina perpetual firaggſe to obwin them; all 


hyrt or are near themſelves ; hence ariſe 
thoſe habits and aflions of uſurpation, which is de 


from luxury ariſes the iniquity of the judge, the 
venality of the witneſs, the improbity of the huſ- 
band, the proftitutjon of the wiſe, the obduracy of 
the maſter, the diſhoneſty or theft of the ſervant, 
the delapidation of the aqminiſtrajor, the peryerſity 
_ _ ofthe legillagor, lying, perfidy, perjury, affaiſine- 

©  fion, and all the 'diforders of the focial flate; fo 
that it was with a profound ſenſe of truth, that an- 
cient moraliſts have laid the baſis of the focial vir- 
tucs on hmplicty of morals, or manners; reftric- 


3 tion of wants, an comentment with a Hülle ; and 
-# _ # fyre way of knowing the extent of a man's virtues 


T3 | or vices, Is, to find out if his expences are propor- 
| tionate to his fortune, and calculate from his want of 
bis probity, his integrity in fulfilling his 
=. - his falſe or ſincere love of his country. « 
_ =... 2 m mean by the err 
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from avidity, invaſion by violence and perfidy :. 
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In ſociety, citizens form a bank of intereſt; in 
our country we form a family of endearing and ſoft 
attachments; it is charity, the love of one's neigh- 


dour, extended to a whole nation. Now as charity 


cannot be iſolated from juſtice, no member of the 
family can pretend to the enjoyment of its advan- 
tages, but only in proportion to his hbour ; if be 
conſumes more than reſults from it, be neceſſarily - 
encroaches on his fellow citizens ; and it is only in 
as much as he conſumes leſa than what be produces, 
or what he poſſeſſes, that be can acquire the means 


of making ſacrifices and being generous. 
What do you conclude from the whole of this ? 


are only the habitude of ations uſeful to fociety, 
and io the individual who praflifes them; that they 
all refer to the phyſical objeſt, the preſervation of 
man ; that nature having implanted in us the want 
of that prefervation, has made a law to us of all ity 


conſequences, and a crime of every thing that de. 
viates from it; ends, x Acari 


I conclude from it, that all the focial virtues 1 


. quires to de developed, that ve are only happy in © 
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